Novel alpha 2-adrenoceptor antagonists show selectivity for alpha 2A- and alpha 2B-adrenoceptor subtypes.
Pharmacological characterization of mammalian alpha 2-adrenoceptors in various tissues and species has provided evidence for the existence of two alpha 2-adrenoceptor subtypes. These subtypes can be defined in rat and human tissues by prazosin which is alpha 2B selective and oxymetazoline which is alpha 2A selective. In addition to these agents, two types of alpha 2-adrenoceptor antagonists are described which show high affinity and selectivity for the alpha 2A-adrenoceptor and the alpha 2B-adrenoceptor respectively.